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" SUBJECT l, Soviet Army Training NO.OF PAGES 12
2, Dependents,‘Discipline, Morale .
PLACE NO.OF ENCLS. 2
ACQUIRED 50X1 (LISTED BELOW)
DATE SUPPLEMENT TO
ACQUIRED ) REPORT NO.
50X1 DATE OF INFORMATION
50x1 THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
50X1
A, Q@arrisom Tralning
50X1 1., Having completed the NCO_school of the 344th How. Arty. Regt,,
50X1 located in Allemtsteig 48-41 - for
50X1 Sketech of the are ‘Mortar
- Btry. of the 290t Te, located in Mauer Oehling
50X1 558))((11 near Amstetten Encl. B/, on or about 20 Novem r 1952
|
50X1 | _ ‘
1 From 20 November 1 wntil 1 December 1952 there was no scheduled
S0X training in mortar battery as it was preparing itself and
50X1 waiting for the hew training year to begin,
the training year always began on 1 December,| /did not Imow
50X1 when the training year ended or what were the phases of this train-
ing. In the meantime, soldiers were kept busy Painting the
barracks and doing a general cleanup of the area, barracks and
equipment, During 4hls peried they had only four hours of politi-
c¢al indoetrination which consisted of 8 detailed study of the 19th
Communist Party Congress. During these four hours they had time
‘only for the study of the industrial goals set by the Congress.,
On 1 December 1952, all units of the 290th Gds, Rifle Regt. (locate
in Mauer Oehling) were formed for inspection at approximately 0900
hours, The inspection lasted wntil 1400 hours. No company com-
mander could inspeet his own unit, Commanders or -other companies
inspected the mortar company while the mo company commander
50X1 inspected other companies, only one other unit,
the 57-mm, AT Btry. For this Inspection the following i1tems had
to be in the possession of the individual soldier: one complete
501 new unirg?nﬂui_tp fur cap and gloves individual weapon,
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gas mask, overcoat, ammunition pouch, entrenching shovel and com-
bat pack. The following items were in the combat pack: towel,
one change of underwear, one pair of winter footwraps, one pair
of summer footwraps, mess gear, oup, spoon, shoe polish and
brush, and tollet articles (which included a mirror), In addi-
tion, they had to have a2 canteen on their belt, ome handkerchief
in their trouser pocket and their Soldier's Book in their left
breast pocket, The results of the inspection were not made known
to the troops, From 1400 hours until 1500 hours they had dinner,
From 1500 hours 700 hours regimental equipment was shown

50X1 to the troops . They had no further training on 1
December 1952,

On 2 December 1952 from 0800 hours until 1000 hours, they had
political indoctrination which consisted of a study of the 19th
Conmunist Party Congress. At approximately 1000 hours they were
ordered back to the barracks and told to undress completely,
Once completely undressed, they were told that there was an alert
and to be ready to move out within 20 minutes, Theoretically
all equipment was to be loaded, i.,e., anything that could be
loaded, into trucks. Actually, they simulated the loading and no
equipment except individual equipment was taken., No trucks were
furnished, It took one hour for the company to be ready to move
out to the regimental assembly area, Once ready, the company
moved out on the double, The exact location of the area was

50X1 unknown because he went there only once. He stated
that the assembly area was approximately 3.5 km. east of Mauer
Oehling. At the assembly area there was only one other wunit,
the 57-mm., AT Gun Btry. of the 290th Gds, Rifle Regt., Once at

’ ' .. - - CONFIDENTIAL - S sk

50X1 the assembly area, the troops underwent an lnspection similar to
the one described in the preceding paragraph.,

50X1 all soldlers forgot at least one item, |

50X1 They stayed at the assembly area for approximately one

hour and them moved back to the barracks, with their gas masks

on, at double time., The rest 8 spent on care and
50X1 cleaning of equipment. 1t was customary for

an alert to be called at the beginning of each training year,

‘From then on, a regular schedule was assigned. The schedule

s0x1 followed by all unita of the 290th Gds., Rifle Regt.,
50X1 [:::::::::ﬁwas as followss
Week days Sundays

0600-0605 Revellle 0T700-0705 Revellle
0605-0625 Physical training 0T00-0800 Clean-up
0625-0645  Clean-up 0800-0830  Breakrfast
06450700 Morning inspection 0830~1500 Free time
0T700-0T730 Breakrfast 1500~1530 Lunch
0730-0T45  Pree time 1530-2100 Free time
0T45-0800 ~ Morning formation 2100-2130 Supper
0800-1350 Training 2130-2400 Free time
1350-1400 Break 2400 Taps
1400-1430 Lunch
1430-1500  Free time
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VWeek days

1500-1630 Compulsory rest
1630~1645-  Afternoon formation
1645-1T715 Manual of arms
1715-1730 Free time
1730-1920 Training
1920-1930  Break
1§30-2000 Care and cleaning of equipment
2000-~2050 Political indoctrination
2050-2100 Break
2100-2130 Supper
2130-2200 Individual political training
2200-2230 Free time '
2230-2240 Evening inspection
2240-2250 Evening stroll
2300 Taps .

50x1 [ Joould mot give a detailed description of the daily train-
ing because he was a radilo operator and 414 not participate in
the regular company training,

50X1

50X1 | he was unable to state the level of‘
training of the mortar company.

50X1

50X1

training consisted
of practicing and perfecting thelr Morse code knowledge. The
only company tralning they attended consisted of physical train-
ing, close order drill, marksmanship, and politlecal training.

50X1 At 0300 hours, 26 January 1953, the Mortar Co. and, as subse-~
quently learned the rest of the regiment, was alerted.

Judging by the urgency in the sergeant's volce who alerted them,

and the urgency shown by the officers, |

this was not a practice alert, The urgency communiecated ltself

to the men and the company was ready to move out in 30 minutes,
Trucks were furnished and everything that could be loaded was
actually loaded, including regular office telephones which were
disconnected, As they were ready to move the alert was called

off, No reason was officlally glven for the alert or why 1t was
called off so qulckly., Rumors were that some Soviet outpost om 50X1
the border was fired upon,

50X1

50X1
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‘ no information about the regular training in

. the 9th Rifle Co, because he was a radic operator and did not
participate in the training. However, he stated that the 9th

Rifle Co. had very little training because it had its platoons
stretched along the border om border guard duty. [:::fi:::]

In the latter part of May 1953, [sent to the 290th
Gds., Rifle Regt., located in Mauer Oehling, to-attend a meeting
of all radic operators of the regiment. The purpose of the ‘
meeting was to acquaint the radio operators with each other and
test thelr efficiency. The test comsisted of transmitting and
receiving Morse code, through use of speclally bullt tables
which are described in subpar A9, below.

 |the above-mentioned units|  |d1d not participate
in range firing except as mentioned in subpar A5, below, He did
not participate in platoen or company problems, marches,
bivouacs, field fortifications or company tactlcs.

See subpar Al, above for detalled tralning échedule of the 2900th
Gds. Rifle Regt, .

\ | all officers (platoon and company) were
responsible for, and conducted training in the 120-mm, Mortar
Co, He could not give any detalls.

'the 120-mm. Mortar Co. of the 290th Gds.
Rifle Regt., located in Mauer Oehling, particiiated in

the following training teésts: on 10 January 1953 ith 50x1
the rest of the company went out to the firing ra arks-
manship qualification., They fired three rounds each at 100 m.
\65% of the rounds fired hit the silhouette
targets., The company commander gave the battery a rating of
"3" " which denotes satisfactory firing. The numerical system
for rating is from "1" to "5" as follows: "l1" Very Unsatisfac-
tory; "2" Unsatisfactory; "3" Satisfactory; "BY Good; "5" Excel-
lent., On 11 January 1953 the entire company was tested by the
company commander on the following subjects: weapon nomentla~
ture - each soldier was supposed to be able to name all parts

of his personal weapon; pelitics - each soldler was supposed to
tell everything he remembered about political indoetrination
which began on 1 December 1952; drlll, l.e., close order drill;
manual of arms; proper wearing of the unlform, and military
courtesy. Results of these tests were not made known to the
troops.

E;:::;:]was unable to state what tralning deficiencies were
ound and corrected by higher headquarters becsuse the individ-
ual soldier was never informed of such matters,

knew nothing about alr-ground support; the system used
by the Soviets to identify thelr unlts, or the Sovlet llaison
system; new anti-tank weapons; artillery support; tank-infantry
cooperation or display and tactical use of new weapons. Along
the line of specilalized training,[::::::]stated the following:

a. | |the NCO school of the 344th How., Arty. Regt.,
located in Allentsteig /N 48-41, E 15-19/, heard an
instructor urging the members of a mortar platoon to read
a manusl called SOSNA (Sostav Organlzatsyy Sovetskoy
Nozemnoy Artilleryy - Organizational Manual of the Sovlet
Ground Artillery). He had no further information on the
SOSNA manual.
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50X1 b. From conversation with an NCO, | only one gun

of an artillery formation (eilther of a battery, battalion or
regiment) zerced on a target and the other guns were cali-

- brated accordingly. He had no further information on artil-
lery registration.

50X1 ¢. The only weapons known | were employed in
direct AT fire were the 3T-mm, AA gun and the 5T7-mm, AT gun,

501 8, On training, | ‘

50X1
a. Large scale motor moves: in convoy the
minimum distance between lery pleces was

50 m, He learmned this fact during a conversation with an
NCO, No further information.

b. Command Post Exercises: no infermatien.

¢. Engineer bridging operations: no Informatien.

d., Offlcer and NCO leadership instruction: no information,
e. Passive defense for éir attacks: mno information.

f. Alert planning or training: see subpar Al, above, for infor-
mation on alert tralning. No further detalls.

50X1 g, Political training: | 'all political indoc-
: trination was of a nature to prepare troops for combat., The

following peoints were stressed: the XKorean invasion was
started by orders from the White House; American germ war-
fare, The political officers, during their indoctrination
lectures, stated that the US would use BW in future wars,
They brought forth the fact that the US waged BW 1in Korea.
The great majority of EM were inelined to belleve thls prop-

50x1 aganda regarding US use of BW warfare in Korea.
never heard of BW in the Soviet Army. American atrocities
were used as examples by the political officers to potential
defectors or deserters in case of war, Other indoctrinatien
subjects were on American imperlalism, constant stating that
the US is preparing for war and the role of the Soviet soldier
in the fight against the US.

50X1 h., Training in chemlcal warfare: [:::::::::]

i. Defense against atomic bombing: no information.
J. Night tralning: no information.

k. Tralning in airborne or air transported operations: no
Iinformation,

50X1 1. Instruction in "living off the country": | |
he never received training in “living off the country”, As
far as he knew, the servlce NCO of the unit would be respon~-
gible for rations.

m, The amount of training needed to be considered ready for
combat: no information.

n., Factors determining combat readiness: no information,

50x1 o. Familiarization firings | |

50X1 g9, All menfselectéd for the 344th How, Arty. Regt. NCO school

50X1 were glven a mathematics test prior to belng sent To
e school, The test conslsted of a division, multiplication,
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subtrattion, addition, basic fractlons and a simple time-distance
problenm, o

50X1 30, [ |had five weeks of basic training with a training battalion
of the 95th Mountain Rifle Regt. stationed in Dzhulfa 38~-54,
E 45-38/. The tralning began on 23 September 1951 and ended in
the beginning of November 1951, The battallion was divided into
50X1 two training companies of 60 men each, | |the
training was conducted in a very poer manner and that at the
end of the training the tralnees knew only the following: how
to fire a PPSh, how to dig a foxhole, c¢lose order drlll and
manual of arms, basic offensive platoon tactics, marching and
physlcal training., Emphasis was glven to polltlieal indoctrina-

50X1 tion and work details such as cleaning mortar shells, They
fired the PPSh only once - two rounds at 50 m, |
50X1 [ |since they were assigned to go outslde of the USSR as

replacements thelr basic training was short and poorly conducted.
Bs Summer Tralning and Maneuvers

50X1 | |never participated in summer training or maneuvers and was
unable to glve any information on the subject.

Ce Miscellaneous

1., Military Information

50X1 a. | no dependents were allowed in the Soviet
Zone of Austria, This policy created dlssatisfaction among
the offlcers.

b, No explanatlon was glven as to why dependents were not
allowed outside of the USSR.

S0X1 o | no officer or EM was allowed outside

of the compound at any time except on officlal duty.

50X1 d. | | ' most of the EM sneaked out of the com-
pound at least once a week. He dld not know about the offi-
cers.

50X1 e.-h.‘ ‘

50X1 1. Concerning discipline, | \

(1) He heard that there was an average of seven men in the
290th Gds. Rifle Regt. stockade at all times,

(2) Drunkemness among officers was so prevalent that he
would not venture to guess on 1t, Among EM 1t was %o
a lesser degree due to greater restrictions imposed on
them, .

50X1 (3) did not lmow of any case of VD,

(4) Minor disobediences and insults were eonstahtly creat-
ing friction between EM and offlcera. He could not
state a specific number of lncidents as they were so
commonplace,

50x1 (5) knew of no orders from higher hesdquarters which

called attention to breaches of discipline,

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000300030020-3



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/20 : CIA-RDP82-00046R(_)00300030020-3
' 50X1

CONFIDENTIAL . - -

J. Low morale of the troops was evident almost all of the time.
He eould glve only one speclfic example of poor discipline.
This was in May 1953 when all the officers of the 120-mm,
Mortar Btry. of the 290th Gds, Rifle Regt. were involved in
a free-for-all fight‘ZEause unknowg7 and 1n the process they
damaged thelr blllets extensively. Because only officers
participated 1n the fight they succeeded in hushing it up.

k. The following privileges enJoyed by offlcers were resented
by EM: leave polley, pay and the fact that officers could
send packages home while EM could not. [ = was not an

50X1 officer and could not describe the rules on sending packages
to the USSR.

50X1 1. \ \medical care, recreation, and PX supplies
50X1 were satlsTactory. However, EM did not receive enough money
to buy many of the items sold in the PX. Foed was a constant
50X1 factor causing low morale. As an example,
they never recelved their full meat ration /|
50X1 \ | This shortage always

irritated the EM as did the careless cooking of the food,

m, An EM knew that while he was on draftee status he had very
1little chance for promotion and therefore had very little
interest in the promotion policy. He was wunable to give any
information on the subJeect as far as officers were concerned,

501 n, | |knew nothing about air raid defense measures in the
USSR.
Enclosures:

A. 344th How, Arty. Regt. Caserne Area in Camp Kauholz near
Allentstelg

B. Oth Rifle Co., Area in Haag and 3rd Gds. Rifle Bn, Area in St.
Peter
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Enclosure A

Map Ref': :

Middle Danube 1:100,000 Sheet
W=10, AMS Series M 671 dated
1944 (GSGS 4416)

50X1

50X1- {DE—FITHoo nfo:

Basis of Info: rsonal observation
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Note: | /444 not know the capacity of any buildings im the caserne,
except as stated below. 41l dimensions are approximate.

| 1. Officer quarters: #wo l-story wooden bldgs (attic used as second
! floor), 60 x 20 m.
| .

3. Upoccupled bldgt 1-stery wooden, about 60 x 20 m. ‘

3. Regimental radic station: l-story wooden bldg (attic used as second
floor), 60 x 30 m. Only one room was occupled, that by the radio
room O, The room had one radio, a RBM-1.

4. Vnoocupled bligss dimensions unknown.

6+ .Officers' club and quarters for junmior and menior officers: three
l-story brick bldgs, 60 x 40 m, with tile roofs. : ‘

8, Hq, 344th How Arty Regt,and FX: l-story brick bldg, 60 x 40 m, with
tile roof. ’ '

. ﬁ'q,ardhomes 1-story wooden bldg, 40 x %0 m.
8. Medical sestion: l-story wooden bldg, 40 x 15 m.

9. Unocoupied bldges l-story wooden, 40 x 15 m.

10. B‘poecupiul_bldgs wooden, 30 x 10 m. RFarther détaill unknown.

11. NOO school office snd classrooms: two l-story wooden bldge, BO x 20 m.
13, Regimental headquartemcompany bldg: l-story wooden, 50 x 20 m.

13. Barracks of the 7th and 8th How Birys: l-story wooden bldg, 50 x 80 =m.

14, Regimental service unit bldg: l-story wooden, 50 x 30 m.

15. Vehicle and weapon repeir shopst two bMMnLTnnm.
501 | e 1 '

16, M olub: l-story wooden Bldg, €0 x 3O m,
17. Eq Plat, 54 How Bn, bldgi l-story wooden, 60 x 20 m, )

18. Barrecks of the lst, 34, 34, 4th, 5th How Bérys aud Hq Plat, 34 How
Bn:  #ix l-story wooden bldgs, 60 x 20 m.

_ 19. Unocoupied bldgs: l-atory woodsn, 60 x 20 m.

70, Officers' and M messhells: thres l-atory wooden bldgs, 850 x 20 ¢
%1, Ammnition dépos: l-story wooden bldg, 70 x 30 m.
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32. . Ammunition flepot: l1-story wooden bldg, 35 x 16 n.
23, 014 wooden shed: . dimensions unknown.

24.  COoal ani wood storage: two l-story wooden bldgs, 60 x 20 m, with
conorgte floors. o

/

26. Garsges: elght bldgs, 60 x 35 m, with brick walls. TFour were empty,.
four housed vehicles and artillery pieces of the $44th How Arty Regt.
Bach garage had a capacity of 40 vehicles, parked im two rows.

26+ Food, equipment and clothing depot: 1-story brick bldg, 40 x 15 m,
with tile roof.

37. Gymnasiums 1-8%ory brick bldg, 40 x 25 m. ‘ ’ |
28, Qoncrete platform for washing vehicles: had two hoses.
29. POL depots _Tbldgl of wood, dimensions u.nknm._ , i

30. Regimental bathhouse: l-#tory wooden bldg, 40 x 20 m, with concrete
floor. Bixty mem could bathe at once.

Zl. Uncotupled bldgs whed for potato storage: four 2-story brick, 20 x |
10 m, with tile roofm. Potatoes were stored in the cellaras of two
of the structures.

32, Regimental water works: brick bldg, dimensions unknown. Sbe-
50X1 lieved the works included some Sort of pemps.

33, Barbed wire femces: 2-m high,
34. Wooden fences: 2-m high.

59X1_ \ ’ knew of only six guard posts in this areas

Post 13 ltati?;gy post by the regimental colors within the headquarters
blag,( . ) ’

" Post 3t Walking post within the motor pazk (#25).
Post 5: Walking Post within the ammnition depot (¥l and 33).
Post 4: Walking post inside of the POL dump (#29).

Post 53 Walking post around the food and clothing depot (¥26).
Post 6: I'\ulh.ﬂuvpont around regimental headquarters (¥6).
Guard was made up of three reliefs. EHach guard had two hours on and four

hours off, One sentinel was at each post, armed with a FP8h and twe
magazines of ammunition. \ \
1

50X1
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Bnclosure B (Conttd)

Aren A - 9tk Rifle 0o p

1. Barrack of headquarteis Dersonnel of the 9th Rifle 0o 2-story brick
bldg, about .20 x 10 m, with tile roof. Capacity, 15 men.,

2, Garage: woodén barn, about 35 x 10 m, Three trucks were paried inside.

3. Fathhouse: brick bldg, about.5 x 5 m. Oapacity, two men.

4. oivilié,n hmu. g “neliev&& that they wers occupied. However,
ho"m uhable to state the natiomality of the occupants.

Bhere was only one guard posted arcund the company btuilding(¥l, above).
He was armed with a PP8h and two magazines of ammumition. _

Arulﬁa 34 Gds Rifle Ba

1. B, 34 Gds Bifle Bn, and btarrack of the MG Oo, Mortar 0o and cne AT

<o squadt -story brick bldg, 30 x 35 m, with tile roof. Oapacity,
 spproximately 150 men. There was a REM-1 radio set in ths building,
~ whisk mintained contact with the companies of the battalion, and &

x"'lo swl t@hbo‘;ﬁo -

. R .h‘tillm parks wooden shed, about 20 x 10 m. Oapacity unknown.

= Go.moa 1-story brick shed, about 30 x 15 m. Ospacity unknown.

.~ Squad and Med Sec: 3-story brick bldg, 30 x 20 m, with brick tower
" on'"the 8B corner. The tower was used as an air observation post.
., .4 BBN radio set maintained contact with regiment.

I 4. Officer ard B messhall, and barrack for 8ig Plat, Sve Piaf, VNOS®

: 5. -;-»Giﬂiiin buildings. believed that they were occupied. However,

o he ‘was unable to state the natiomality of the occupants .

" .!'l»_aér‘ebvgiure three guard posts in this areas ' .
'l'ol‘h:j? 13 ksguonuy post at the cloor lolf‘ the hesdquarters m:lding (# 5).
Post 31 Valking post around the artillery park (f@)

~ Pont 3: Walking post around tuilding (i)

... The mrdl were 1mod. with a carbine and an unknown \mmbor of rounds

#THO8 « Air Observation Service (Vosdushuoye !Iabludu}:zye Opoveshohoniys 1

oo 8vyag) L .
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